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Organization












points earned

/10
Objective:  to organize information that supports a thesis statement into a logical sequence of ideas connected by strong, creative transitions
	10
	9
	8
	7
	6
	5
	
	4
	3

	Well-organized with an introduction and thesis statement, three body paragraphs in the order indicated by the thesis, and a summarizing conclusion that restates the thesis.

Creative and meaningful transitions are used.
	Well-organized with an introduction and thesis, three body paragraphs in a logical sequence, and a summarizing conclusion that restates the thesis.

Strong, appropriate transitions are used
	Organized with an introduction which states the thesis, three body paragraphs, and a conclusion that restates the thesis.

Appropriate transitions are used.
	Organized with an introduction that states the thesis, three body paragraphs, and a conclusion. 

Transitions are used but all are not strong, appropriate, or meaningful.
	Organized with an introduction, three body paragraphs, and a conclusion.  

 Few transitions are used, or those that are used are not strong, appropriate, or meaningful.
	Loosely organized with an introductory paragraph, three body paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph. 

Transitions are missing or weak.
	Vaguely organized with an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion.  

Transitions are missing or inconsequential. 
	Organization is illogical.  Muddled order hinders reader’s understanding.  

Faulty transitions mislead the reader.


Mechanics
Sentence Structure











points earned

/10
Objective:  to write effectively  using a variety of sentences structures and sentence constructions
	10
	9
	8
	7
	6
	5
	4
	3
	

	Writing demonstrates knowledge of and effective use of a variety of sentence structures (simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex) appropriate to form and function
	Writing demonstrates knowledge of a variety of sentence structures including compound-complex
	Writing demonstrates knowledge of compound and complex sentence structures.  Construction is varied.
	Writing demonstrates knowledge of simple and compound sentence structures.  Use of structures is varied.
	Writing demonstrates limited knowledge of compound sentence structure with little variation of structure


	Writing demonstrates a knowledge of simple sentence construction with little variation of structure
	Writing demonstrates limited knowledge of simple sentence structure with no variation in sentence construction  
	Many run-ons and fragments inhibit or interfere with readability


Grammar 












points earned

/5



















Objective:  To use the conventions of English properly and correctly:  
· verb tenses are consistent and appropriate, 
· pronoun antecedents are clearly indicated, 
· subject-verb agreement is correct.  
· No abbreviations, idioms, colloquialisms, or contractions are used.
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	No mistakes 
	One or two minor mistakes are made
	A few mistakes are made
	Several  mistakes are made
	Many mistakes are made


Spelling and Capitalization










points earned

/5




















Objective:  To spell and capitalize all words correctly. 
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	No mistakes 
	One or two minor mistakes are made
	A few mistakes are made
	Several  mistakes are made
	Many mistakes are made


Punctuation












points earned

/5




















Objective:  To use correct internal and end punctuation consistently.  
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	No mistakes 
	One or two minor mistakes are made
	A few mistakes are made
	Several  mistakes are made
	Many mistakes are made


Format











points earned 

/15
Objective:  to follow MLA format for a research paper and a works cited page
The paper
In general, the paper follows the specifications of the MLA.

The research paper the paper is typed in 12 point, Times New Roman font. 
The title, heading, and text of the paper are accurately placed.
The heading has the required information.

The margins follow the guidelines.  
The pages are numbered.
	6
	5
	4
	3

	 No errors or 1 minor error
	1 or 2 errors
	3 errors
	4  or more errors


	


In-text citations

In general, the in-text citation method of crediting sources follows the guidelines of the MLA.

	4
	3
	2
	1

	 No errors or 1 minor error
	1 or 2 errors
	3 errors
	4  or more errors


The works cited page

In general, the works cited follows the guidelines of the MLA.

The works cited page lists each source cited in the text of the paper.

It is titled and numbered.

All entries follow the appropriate format for the type of source.

	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	

	 No errors or 

1 minor error
	1 or 2 errors
	3 errors
	4  errors
	Many errors in the format


